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Inclusion Policy

Rationale

At Woodlem American Private School we abide by the Federal Law No. 29/2006 enacted by the Ministry
of Education in the UAE. The law promotes inclusive education which means that all students having
disabilities have the right to be educated to the extent possible with their age-appropriate peers whodo
not necessarily have disabilities.

We welcome children with a variety of academic backgrounds and abilities. The school strives to provide
a safe, stimulating, supportive, happy and secure environment for children with mild to moderate special
educational needs. We support our teachers as they enable children with SEN to access all areas of the
curriculum within the mainstream school environment and the community.We support our children to
enable them to achieve their potential academically, socially and emotionally by recognizing their
individual differences, needs, strengths, weaknesses, experiences and interests. We support our parents
as partners in the education of their child.

As teachers monitor children’s progress and provide appropriate learning experiences to stimulate,
challenge and reinforce learning, they will identify both, children of exceptional ability as well as those
who display greater difficulties than their peers. The provision for the special educational needs of these
children will be in keeping with the school policies and the specific requirements outlined in this policy.

Definition of Special Educational Needs

e Children with special educational needs may include those with learning difficulties, emotional
and behavioral problems, physical disabilities, language-based difficulties and medical
conditions.

e The needs of a student are considered ‘different’ when a child has significantly greater difficulty
in learning than the majority of children of the same age, or when a child’s disability limits or
denies the child’s ability to use educational facilities.

e Astudentis said to have SEN:

1. When he/she makes little or no progress even when teaching approaches are particularly
targeted to improve the student’s identified area of weakness.

2. Continues working at levels significantly below those expected for children of a certain age.

3. Presents persistent emotional and or behavioral difficulties which affect his/her learning
andsocial interactions.

4. Has sensory or physical problems and continues to make little or no progress despite
theprovision of personal aids and equipment.

5. Has communication/interaction difficulties and requires specific individual intervention in
order to access learning.
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Aims of SEN provision
e Enable and ensure that all students with SEN realize their potential.
e Provide equal opportunities and high achievement for all students with SEN.
e I|dentify a child at risk as quickly as possible and take early action to meet these needs.
e Plan strategically to improve accessibility of the school’s premises and curriculum for all
students.
e Monitor progress and review goals regularly.
e Workin partnership with students and parents to reach targets and goals.

e Use a multi-disciplinary approach to provide support at school and through outside agencies to
meet the needs and develop skills of students with SEN.
e Prepare students with SEN for successful transition to the next level in his academic journey.

Identification of SEN

e Teachers make observations of the students

o [f the child does not show expected progress within the set time frame with support from home and
school, or in case there is a concern with learning and behavior with any student. The teachers are
asked to fill in the referral form.

o SEN teacher also observes the students in the classroom

e The SEN committee is informed and a meeting is called to discuss student concern and strategies
that can be effective.

e Parents are contacted and guided with the kind of support expected from home

e Teachers and parents will be asked to fill in informal checklist to identify signs and symptoms. If most
of the indicators for the child is ‘Yes’ the parents will be asked to get an external assessment done.
Student records are closely examined by teacher/SENCO.

e Based on the assessment reports, the student will be added to the SEN registry in KHDA.

e Teacher, SENCO, parents, shadow support and case managers (agency representative) meet to
discuss outcomes and possible course of action.

e An |EP will be planned for the student in consultation with teacher and parents

® An |IEP copy is shared with the parents.

New admissions of children with SEN.
e If a child is identified as having SEN from previous records or the application form, the SENCO
is notified and a ‘pre-sit- in assessment ‘of the student will be done which involves:
First ask for the profile of the student from parents to read
e |nvite parents for an initial meeting about the student
e Observe the student’s communication, social, emotional, behavioral and academic skills
e The admission criteria for admitting a new SEN student is as follows:
1. Parents need to bring an education Psychology report not later than 1 year old
2. Shadow teachers need to show proof of training in working with SEN students they attended
3. Shadow teachers need to be supervised by anexternal center/ SEN teacher to make sure that
they are providing the right support to the students
4. We are unable to accept non-verbal children in the school as we do not have the right resources
to cater for them.
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e |t is crucial to ascertain that the school is able to meet the long term needs of a student before
offering a place.

e Parents of students offered a place need to understand that they are required to be involved and
arepartners in the education of their child.

e Parents must fully disclose in detail, during the admission application process, any educational,
social-emotional, physical, sensory, medical diagnosis or medical needs along with copies of all
written reports and/or any additional academic support the child is receiving or has received in the
past. Parents will be asked to withdraw their child, if in the professional judgement of the Principal
and the child’s teachers, and after consultation with the parents, that the school suspects that such
vital information has been deliberately withheld.

Program Set-Up

e The department is currently staffed by one SEN Coordinator and learning support staff. The
Academic Advisor for each Curriculum will be supporting the SEN department.

e Teachers who are able to help with support teaching are allocated students at times available and
suitable to both parties.

e All students are based in their mainstream classroom and are the responsibility of their respective
classroom teachers. Based on the needs of the student, the level of support is determined. There
are three levels of support:

Level 1- additional support in one subject area.
Level 2- additional support in two subject areas+ withdrawal.

e Support provided is reviewed periodically and students move either up or down levels based on their
needs. According to the hours available and the individual student’s need, the SEN teacher will draw
up a time table for support of students in class or for withdrawal.

e Students with SEN who achieve targets, are able to access the curriculum with differentiation in the
classroom and do not require additional support. These students will continue to be monitored to
ensure they are achieving their potential and being successful at learning.

Individual Educational Plans:

1. All students in the program will have an IEP. IEP’s are prepared on a term basis. Review is done
atthe end of each term.

2. AnIEP is written for each subject/skill area based on the needs of the student.

3. Every IEP will set out a long-term goal, short term goals and achievable targets. The IEP will also
include strategies for delivering the targets, resources, time frame, support staff and criteria for
assessment.

4. Parents, students and teachers will be involved in setting targets for IEP.

5. Students also be involved in reviewing their performance in achieving these targets.

6. Reviewing targets/performance is a continuous process.

Withdrawing Special Education Students from the Regular Class to the Supportive Education
Class (Resource Room):

The special education student receives the appropriate services in the supportive education class
(resource room) in the basic subjects or according to his needs within the individual plans and the
special education teacher’s class schedule at one or two lessons per week.
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Behavior Management Plans
Behavior Management Plans are planned for students with behavioral concerns and on the SEN list.

Shadow Support (SS)
e The person with whom the child engages, as part of their educational process, should be
specificto this purpose.
e The school will participate, with the parents in appointing shadow -assistants, whose
backgroundmust suit the purpose and comply with the standards of support set by the school,
in compliancewith our student ‘safety’ policy and our policy of Professional Code of Practice.

e A shadow support may also be appointed through an agency. Agencies can be useful
because ifthe SS needs leave of absence, an agency can send a replacement, in the short
term. Also, all assistants receive training and are supervised.

e |tis important that any Shadow Assistant should be able to fulfill the demands of a full,
working,school day. This means being present, and on time at the beginning of the day, and
working through to the end of the day.

e The shadow will work in consultation with the SENCO, teachers, parents and agency (if
appointedthrough one).

e |f there is negotiation about SEN students having more opportunity for independence, e.g.
in clubs, it is still necessary for that Shadow teacher to be present in school. School hours
are notnegotiable by parents employing Shadow teachers.

Assessment/Testing within the school for students with SEN

Teachers and SENCO need to discuss the needs of each student before assessments to ensure students
with SEN are given a fair test. For external tests, early discussion is critical so accommodations can be
applied for. Students with SEN may carry out a test in a small group situation with SENCO to reduce stress
and allow for special accommodations such as: assistance with reading, additional time, modified test,
short breaks during testing, scribing or use of computer for longer writing tasks.

In day-to-day assessments students should be assessed on their progress towards their IEP goals or
specific differentiated targets set for the activity.

High Achievers:

We have an ethos of high expectation for all students and aim to develop the full potential of every
student. A high achiever is one who shows the full potential for higher academic performance in specific
areas and therefore requires additional input to achieve his/her potential to avoid underachievement.
The main provider of opportunities for more able students will be the class teacher through
differentiation of task or outcome. Exposure given to talented musicians or drama students, additional
coaching offered to those students skilled at sports.

e Students will be provided stimulating educational experiences appropriate to their ability to

realize their potential.

e Teachers will use the student’s knowledge and experiences to provide challenging content



. ‘ dnlaldrsyolll alagg dunjao
Woodlem American

Private School

and work in areas of interest.

e Teacher will encourage self- regulation to address time management, goal setting and
recordkeeping.

e Teacher will increase student’s academic confidence in the classroom through
appropriate
classroom strategies with emphasis on responsibility and choice.

e Parents will work in cooperation with the school to ensure their child is given opportunities
toachieve his/her potential.

Gifted students:
“All gifted students have the potential to be highly able but not all highly-able students are trulygifted.
Common distinctions between the able and gifted child include:

e An able student knows the answer; the gifted learner asks the questions.

e Students are meta-cognitive and self-regulating.

e Gifted and talented students are enthusiastic, innovative, independent, enterprising, effective
students, well-focused, analytical, reflective, collaborative and are very clear communicators
who are effective.

e Students apply acquired skills, knowledge and understanding confidently and accurately to new
learning contexts, both real and abstract.

e Students make meaningful connections between areas of learning and a variety of sources to
deepen their understanding of the world.

e An able student works hard to achieve; the gifted learner knows without working hard.

® An able student enjoys school; the gifted learner enjoys self-directed learning

® An able student has a fine imagination; the gifted learner uses that imagination to experiment
with ideas.”

Provision for Gifted students
Multiple extension and development activities are available to ensure more able and gifted
students are giventhe opportunity to reach their potential. Where activities are school based,
measurement of impact will be done on site.

e Provide opportunities for problem-solving, hypothesizing and developing thinking skills

e Use arange of teaching and learning strategies and effectively differentiate class and
homeworktasks

e Give students the chance to work with other Gifted students in a small group situation.

Identify Gifted students’ extension/challenging work in schemes of work and lesson plans.

e Generate strategies for class discussions to ensure that gifted students can contribute
withoutdominating.

e  Use appropriate resources to stretch and challenge gifted learners Encourage pupils to
takerisks, to play with ideas and to regard all answers, whether right or wrong, as
productive opportunities for learning.

e  Offer Enrichment opportunities which allow Gifted students to excel, and which encourage

andmaintain enthusiasm for the subject Where teachers have identified students who are

gifted in these areas, they should alert parents to the existence of extra-curricular activities
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that may be of interest to their child.

e Independent work and leadership opportunities will be provided across the Key Stages
Studentswill be encouraged to fully engage with extra-curricular opportunities Links with
outside agencies and referral to these will be done through teachers/departments.

e develop independent study skills, critical thinking skills and areas of talent.

English as a second language

Children are expected to speak English commensurate with age prior to entry to US Curriculum Section
and the school will be satisfied that parents of these children have a sufficient level of spokenEnglish and
are prepared to motivate and support their children. Students who are identified to have difficulty in the
English language will be supported in class or in withdrawal sessions as a part of the language-based
program.

Partnership with Parents
e Right from the start parents will be kept informed and encouraged to be actively involved in
their child’s learning.

e Parents will be invited to discuss the outcomes of assessment/screening tests and decide
onfurther action.

e Parents will be notified by letter when their child’s name is added to the SEN register. They
will also be informed by letter/ meeting if their child moves from one level of support to
another.

e Parents will be involved in planning IEPs for their child and will attend all IEP meetings as well as
regular parent teacher meetings.

e Parents are required to read with their child, follow prescribed home plans/strategies to work
on specific skills, support their child to complete home work/projects and follow behavior
modification programs as required in a consistent manner.

e Parents will attend meetings, workshops to enable them understand and work effectively with
their child.

e Parents will inform teachers of changes at home that may have an impact on a child’s emotional
state and learning at school.

e Parents will inform SENCO and School Nurse of any medication their child is taking.

e When requested to, parents will ensure their child receives additional therapies/consultation
from sources outside school to enhance learning.

e Parents are encouraged to speak to SENCO to deal with difficult issues concerning their child.
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Record Keeping

Records of concern will be kept in the SEN files.
Every student with SEN will have an individual file.

Class teachers will keep records of Diagnostic assessments, results of standardized testing and
allother records that every student needs to have in their file.

Records of any medication taken and support therapy received will be recorded.
Observations/concerns will be recorded regularly in the Observation Record Book.

At Woodlem American Private School, we will always look at what type of SEN needs we can realistically
accommodate. All teachers have a role to play in supporting students with SEN and teaching styles should
reflect the wide range of abilities and language levels present in the classroom.
It will be the school’s responsibility to give advice if we are unable to meet a student’s needs, and
when it is evident that another school may appear to be the better option for a student.

Documents to support Inclusion policy

e Admission policy and procedure
e Professional code of practice
e Child Protection Policy

Document: Inclusion Policy
last Review: August 2025
Next Review: August 2026
Version: Working document
hool Principal
Ms.Marah Qaddoura
I |
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Stepping Stones

Tel +971 4 3635433

Web: www.steppingstonesca.com

Reach out

Tel +971 4 4489173

Senses Tel +971 4 394 8765

Genesis Dubai

Tel: 4971 4 335 5578 +971 50 4853160

Special Families Support (SFS)

Tel: 04 360 5654/04 3349818

Web: www.sfs-group.net

Rashid Pediatric Therapy Centre

Tel: 4971 4 3400005

Kids in Motion Therapy Services (Shadow Support)

Block C, Building # 64 Street # 20, Oud Metha Road - Dubai

Phone: 04 422 9147
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